Success Stories . . .

Because of Big Brothers Big Sisters my little brother, Arron, is a more confident and
successful person.

When Arron, who is now a 15 year old 9th grader, and | met seven months ago he could

hardly make direct eye contact. Now Arron readily looks me and others in the eye. Also

Arron was academically sub-par, having a lack of elementary grade school basics. Now Arron makes good grades. He
sits up front in his classes. He takes detailed notes. He does extra work for extra credit. He is one of the top three
students in his Algebra class.

Arron and | work together on school work an average of 3 nights a week. Even on nights that we don’t work together,
Arron still calls to report on his daily progress. Arron also works ahead on future academic assignments.

After originally being very shy, Arron now is more confident and expresses himself more openly. He has become
more trusting and is open to any topic of discussion without any hesitation to ask questions.

Arron is gaining more maturity . He now has more focus on his future while having an adequate amount of fun and
pleasure along the way, all because of Big Brothers Big Sisters.

Big Brothers & Big Sisters (BBBS) of the YMCA of the Rock River Valley is definitely the most effective and organized
mentoring program in the local and surrounding areas. As a Big Brother since 1980 | continue to see the lives of
young boys and girls being positively enhanced because of this program.

The program sets guidelines and procedures that ensure that a commitment is made and that a connection with the
“littles” is mentioned. Because of BBBS | have seen many youngsters make complete turnarounds in academic and
behavioral ways when otherwise they were almost surely headed wayward. Over the years | have been matched with
9 boys and none have become failures. In fact, almost all have become productive successful citizens who are
“giving back” to society.

BBBS crosses all ethnic, racial, religious, and economic lives in approving and selecting “bigs” who are matched in
common and diverse combinations. Case workers and directors, if needed, make themselves available to assist if
any problem surfaces during the “match.” The staff also helps the “match” by offering suggestions for activities that
may be helpful in promoting the match.

In summary, BBBS is making huge differences in many children’s lives in many different ways that promote positive
growth and success. Any financial assistance to this program will be “given back” tenfold as needy youngsters are
turned into good and productive American citizens by being matched with the mentors through the action of BBBS of
the YMCA of Rock River Valley. |
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